
2026-27 Texas 
 Ugly Bug Cont est

The Microscopy Society of America and the Texas Society for Microscopy 

welcomes your participation in the 2026 -27 Ugly Bug Contest.

Who Can Participate?
The  Ug ly Bug  conte st is open to  all Texas e lementary schools (K-6 th g rade ), pub lic  or 

p rivate .  O nly one  (1) bug  pe r school may be  submitted .  If multip le  c lassrooms submit bugs, 

we  will hold  a run-off e lec tion to  p ick the  ug lie st bug  from your school.

What to Do?

1.  Colle c t Bugs.  Bugs must be  native  to  Te xas.  

Sp id e rs , s t in g in g  in se c t s , e n d a n g e re d  

in sp e c t s  a n d  sc o rp io n s  w il l  NO T b e  

a c c e p t e d .  

2. Pick the  ug lie st or most unique  bug . Small 

inse c ts make  the  be st e ntrie s! 

3.  W rite  a de sc rip tion of your ug ly bug .

4 .  Contac t the  TSM Me mbe r Lab  in your are a to  

arrange  for mailing  or p ickup  b y  Fr id a y , 

O c t o b e r  3 0 , 2 0 2 6 .  Be  sure  to  inc lude  the  

p rovide d  e ntry form with your submission.

What Happens Next?
Your bug  will be  p roce sse d  and  image d  with 

an e le c tron mic roscope . Image s will be  

availab le  for online  voting  in January & 

Fe bruary.  Vote  online  for your favorite  ug ly 

bug  at:  https://uglybugcontest.org/

Area TSM Member Lab Contact
San Marcos, 
TX

Texas State 
University

Joyce Anderson
Jha39@txstate.edu

Austin, TX University of Texas 
at Austin

Michelle Mikesh
mfmikesh@austin.utexas.edu

Waco, TX Baylor University Bernd Zechmann
Bernd_zechmann@baylor.edu

Dallas, TX University of Texas 
at Dallas

Josefina Arellano
Josefina.arellano@utdallas.edu

College 
Station, TX

Texas A&M 
University

Stan Vitha
stanvitha@tamu.edu

The  ug lie st bug  in Te xas will the n go on to  

compe te  for the  ug lie st bug  in the  nation! 

National voting  will take  p lace  in April.

The  school with the  winning  

bug  from Te xas will re ce ive  a 

STEREO  MICRO SCO PE with 

came ra and  a slide  kit in 

March!.

A comple te  list of conte st rule s and  
guide line s is availab le  at 

http s:/ / ug lybugconte st.org / .  

Be  sure  to  c lick on the  link for Texas!

https://uglybugcontest.org/
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